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My name is Gabriel Ramos. | am a 14 year old Freshman at
North Pocono High School. | am a member of our local PTSA
and last June | was lucky enough to attend the National PTA

Convention as a Youth Summit Leader.

My program proposal for the National Youth Summit
Scholarship Application was called Multicultural Tolerance. It
was a program | felt so strongly about that after attending the
Youth Summit, and gaining skills | could use, | decided to put

the program into reality.

| am a second generation Dominican American and | was
bullied by being called racial slurs in the hallways at school.
The kids were smart about it, no adults were ever around to
hear it. Until one day it went much further...l came back from
getting water at lunch to find “Corn Picker” written on my lunch
tray. As they laughed | wanted to tell them why it insulted me,
my father, my family. | chose to not give ignorance importance,
but instead find a positive way to educate people on race and
culture.

So, | interviewed 5 successful minority men, all of different
cultures/races. Each had a different perspective and provided
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an enlightening awareness. An Indian immigrant turned
Interventional Cardiologist, a Palestinian Muslim from Jordan
turned Hematologist/Oncologist, a Catholic Syrian turned
Pulmonologist, a first generation Dominican American turned
Rheumatologist and finally the only African American police
officer in the greater Scranton Area.

All have experienced intolerance at some level...some severely
some more moderately...but their perspective on using that
racisml/intolerance as a tool for positive education is what
everyone watching will find amazing.

| then met a Documentarian who was willing to help me edit my
program. The program really makes the viewer think! | feel
proud of that, and so did Mr. Bolton (the documentarian)
because he put me in touch with Mark Migliore, ECTV Director,
who will be airing my mini-documentary on Comcast.

The program was approved by my Superintendent, Mr. B.
McGraw. My goal is to run it in March during the National
Cultural Diversity week. It will be presented at my High School
to the district as an evening program open to our families and
our community.

| hope to raise much needed Cultural Awareness. | would like to
create color pamphlets/programs listing the biographies of the
people interviewed and involved. This is where my grant money
would be used. | think this would be a critical component, a
hard copy of inspiration - if you will. Any left over funds would
be used to help advertise the program.

| hope this program will not only have people thinking before
they speak but it will make people want to get to know more
about each OTHER, other cultures, traditions, and faiths... NOT
to judge but to LEARN.





